
(18)(a) The local authority having jurisdiction shall determine the minimum radio signal strength 

for fire department communications in all new and existing buildings. Two-way radio communication 

enhancement systems or equivalent systems may be used to comply with the minimum radio signal 

strength requirements. However, two-way radio communication enhancement systems or equivalent 

systems are not required in apartment buildings 75 feet or less in height that are constructed using 

wood framing, provided that the building has less than 150 dwelling units and that all dwelling units 

discharge to the exterior or to a corridor that leads directly to an exit as defined by the Florida 

Building Code. Evidence of wood frame construction shall be shown by the owner providing building 

permit documentation which identifies the construction type as wood frame. Existing high-rise 

buildings as defined by the Florida Building Code are not required to comply with minimum radio 

strength for fire department communications and two-way radio communication enhancement systems 

as required by the Florida Fire Prevention Code until January 1, 2025. However, by January 1, 2024, an 

existing high-rise building that is not in compliance with the requirements for minimum radio strength 

for fire department communications must apply for an appropriate permit for the required installation 

with the local government agency having jurisdiction and must demonstrate that the building will 

become compliant by January 1, 2025. Existing high-rise apartment buildings are not required to 

comply until January 1, 2025. However, existing high-rise apartment buildings are required to apply for 

the appropriate permit for the required communications installation by January 1, 2024. 

(b) Except as provided in this subsection, all new and existing buildings must meet the minimum 

radio signal strength requirements for public safety agency communications as provided in the Florida 

Fire Prevention Code. 

(c) The local authority having jurisdiction as defined in the Florida Fire Prevention Code may 

require: 

1. The installation of a two-way radio communication enhancement system in a new or existing 

building if the interior of the building does not meet the minimum radio signal strength as required in 

the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 

2. An assessment of a new or existing building’s interior radio coverage and signal strength, for 

purposes of determining the need for a two-way radio communication enhancement system within the 

building, not more frequently than once every 3 years for an existing high-rise building and an existing 

building having more than 12,000 total gross square feet and once every 5 years for all other existing 

buildings, unless: 

a. Such building undergoes Level III building alteration or rehabilitation as defined in the Florida 

Building Code; 

b. Such building undergoes reconstruction as determined by the Florida Fire Prevention Code; 

c. A public safety agency reports to the local authority having jurisdiction that the agency’s 

communication devices failed to function correctly inside a building due to poor signal coverage; or 



d. A building is determined to be an imminent life safety threat to first responders. 

(d) Any modification to an existing system or any installation of a new system must have the 

express consent of the frequency licenseholder of the frequencies for which the system is intended to 

amplify. The consent must be maintained in a recordable format that can be presented to a Federal 

Communications Commission representative or other relevant agency investigating radio interference. 

(e) If public safety agency communications signal strength or delivered audio quality, as defined in 

the Florida Fire Prevention Code, is determined by the local authority having jurisdiction to be 

inadequate at the exterior of the building, a two-way radio communication enhancement system or 

minimum radio strength assessment is not required. 

(f) If a local authority having jurisdiction modifies its public safety emergency communication 

system such that modifications to existing two-way radio communication enhancement system 

installations are required, the local authority having jurisdiction must give owners of the existing two-

way radio communication enhancement systems at least 180 days’ notice before requiring any 

modification. 

(g) Notwithstanding paragraph (f), a local authority having jurisdiction that requires an existing 

building to retrofit its two-way radio communication enhancement system after the effective dates in 

paragraph (a) must give the building owner at least 1 year to complete the retrofit. The 1-year period 

begins when the local authority having jurisdiction cites the building owner with a notice of code 

violation in accordance with chapter 162. 

(h) The following occupancies or buildings are not required to meet minimum radio signal strength 

requirements or have a radio signal strength assessment for public safety agency communications: 

1. One- and two-family dwellings and townhouses. 

2. Buildings having less than 12,000 total gross square feet with no underground areas. 

3. Apartments and transient public lodging establishments that are less than three stories high and 

that have direct access from the apartment or guest area to an exterior means of egress. 

4. Wood frame apartment buildings that are not required to install two-way radio communication 

enhancement systems or equivalent systems pursuant to paragraph (a). 

4. Wood frame apartment buildings that are not required to install two-way radio communication 

enhancement systems or equivalent systems pursuant to paragraph (a). 

(i) The provisions of s. 633.208 and this section which authorize local adoption of more stringent 

requirements than those specified in the Florida Fire Prevention Code and minimum firesafety codes do 

not apply to the requirements in this subsection. The local authority having jurisdiction may not 

enforce requirements that are more stringent than those specified in the Florida Fire Prevention Code 

and this subsection with respect to the requirement for, design of, or installation of a two-way radio 

communication enhancement system. 



(j) The State Fire Marshal shall incorporate this subsection into the Florida Fire Prevention Code 

and may adopt rules to implement, interpret, and enforce this subsection. 
 


